international
relief effort

by Dan Collins
LIFE-SAVING consign-
ments of food and medical
supplies for victims of the
Asian tsunarmi  disaster are
being organised by a Cork-
man who is the current

resident of Junior Cham-
Eu:r International.

Cobh-born Kevin Culli-
niane, a l“'.lﬂd l“.‘ll'l‘l.l_’_'t‘r \\'“h
Heineken  Ireland,  has
reported a phenomenal
response from JCI members
m 105 countries.

“From all over the world
our members have
expressed their desire to
help the sunami victims in
Asia. Several have also
requested that JCI nerworks
be used to effectively help
L'(]I'.Il]“l'il]llit‘.\ (h.ll can l?(’
reached by local JCI mem-
bers,” Mr Cullinane said.

In the past couple of days
JCI has managed to send
containers of medical sup-
plies and water purification
technology from Germany
and Sweden, while numer-
ous other branches of the
organisation are  actively

Business help

involved in fundraising,

The multnational opera-
tion is being co-ordinated
from the JCI headquarters
in the US.

Speaking from the head-
quarters in St Louis, Mr
Cullinane said the primary
objective of the project,
entiled JCI  Operation
Hope, is to offer assistance,
comfort and hope to the
disaster vicums in the most
direct and efficient way pos-
sible.

“The JCI has already
contacted the national pres-
idents of Sri Lanka, India,
Thailand, Indonesia and
Malaysia, and asked them to
find out what would be the
best way to ensure the art-
cles needed, medicines and
other supplies, reach the
victims of the disaster,” he
said.

Mr  Cullinane took a
year-long sabbatcal from
Heineken to devote his

energies to the post of JCI
president. Most of that tme,

ng

Cobh-born Kevin Cullinane, a brand manager with Heineken Ireland who is on a
year-long sabbatical as president of the Junior Chamber International, is organising aid

from JC| members in 105 countries for the tsunami relief effort.

he expects, will be spent on
JCI's involvement in the
relief effort.

In the areas most affected,
the national leaders have
been asked to send their
representative to the local
JCI headquarters. That per-
son will then receive and
monitor the distribution of
aid.

In areas not directly
affected by the tsunami,
local JCI branches will

organise the shipping of aid

to those most in need.

“We are also encouraging
people to make donations
to the JCI Operation Hope
account that will be set up
as soon as possible by the
JCI headquarters in each
country, Ireland included,”
he said.

The organisation, he
stressed, wih keep detailed
records so auditors can see
how every penny is spent.

JCLis a worldwide federa-
ton of voung professionals

Plcture: Gerard McCartt

and entrepreneurs aged be
tween 18 and 40 years.

It has 6,000 chapter
located in 105 countries an
works towards “th

advancement of the glob:
community by providin
the opportunity for youn
ecople to develop th
Fe:t ership  skills, soci:
responsibility,  fellowshij
and entrepreneurship neces
sary [0 create  positiv
change,” Mr Cullinan
said.



