JCI Galway ‘most outstanding’ Junior Chamber branch in Europe!  
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Junior Chamber International (JCI) Galway members are on cloud nine this week as they beat off strong competition from nineteen other countries to pick up the award for ‘Most Outstanding Branch in Europe 2006 ‘at a black tie awards ceremony hosted by the JCI European Convention. The award recognises the excellence of projects run by the local Galway organization, the professionalism and dedication shown through its activities and the participation of its members. The event was attended by over 2,500 delegates from 35 countries on Saturday in Tallinn, Estonia. 
The 50th European Convention of Junior Chamber branches across Europe celebrated a night of achievements that displayed the hard work and passion of young people who volunteer to involve themselves in creating a better society locally as well as regionally and internationally. To add to the excitement of such a wonderful night, local member and Immediate Past President of JCI Galway, Máirín O’Reilly was awarded ‘Most Outstanding President’ in Europe for her contribution and achievements locally, nationally and internationally at JCI in 2005. As a result of winning such prestigious European Awards, JCI Galway will now represent Europe at the JCI World Congress which will take place in Seoul in South Korea in November.

Galway was well represented by a large group of JCI members led by local president Catherine Laffey and deputy president George Conboy which made up half of the Irish delegation representing Ireland at the 50th JCI European Convention. Tallinn, which is fast making a name for itself as the party capital of Europe, hosted the four day conference from 14th June to 18th June with a packed schedule of Training workshops and seminars on the topics of management, leadership and entrepreneurship as well as International parties each evening. The European finals of Public Speaking and debating competition also took place during the conference and Galway member Stephen Murray eloquently represented JCI Ireland in the Public Speaking competition to the final round.
The Galway delegation used this opportunity to promote Galway city amongst their international colleagues, as they all carried consignments of the JCI Galway Tourist Guide to distribute through the JCI network Europe wide. European convention is hosted by a different country each year, last year in Poitiers, France, next year in Maastricht, Holland – this provides members with fantastic opportunities to visit new places and meet different people a great opportunity to network with the other nationalities. 

·  For further information about JCI Galway, visit www.jci-galway.org. 
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