Galway Centre Stage at JCI World Conference in Seoul

as JCI Galway Scoops Two Top Awards 
Issued: Wednesday, November 15th 2006
At Junior Chamber International World Congress awards ceremony in Seoul, Korea (today) it was announced that Junior Chamber International (JCI) Galway have won the award for ‘Best JCI Branch in the World’. Members are on cloud nine today celebrating as this is the first time for Galway to achieve this award having beaten off strong competition from 4 continents.   

The only branch to receive two awards - JCI Galway’s Immediate Past President Máirín O’Reilly was announced as the ‘Most Outstanding President in the World’ for her voluntary role as President of JCI Galway in 2005. ‘These awards are a tribute to the hard work of the members who run fantastic projects in a voluntary capacity throughout the year – I am delighted to see that we can compete at world level with the best of them and win.’ 

The awards recognise the excellence of projects run by the local Galway organization, the professionalism and dedication shown through its activities and the participation of its members. The World Convention continues this week with an attendance of over 10,000 delegates from 105 countries worldwide.
The awards competition began last May where written on-line submissions including visual displays were compiled by entrants giving a full description of branch management methods, leadership style, member participation and project achievements as well as individual, community, international and business development programmes undertaken. Members worldwide will now have access to read and learn from the award winning entries, which puts Galway very much to the fore in leadership and entrepreneurship.
The 61st World Congress of Junior Chamber branches across the World celebrated a night of achievements that displayed the hard work and passion of young people who volunteer to involve themselves in creating a better society locally as well as regionally and internationally. 
Mayor of Galway City Niall Ó Brolcháin has expressed his congratulations to JCI Galway saying that this is another great accolade for Galway city and Junior Chamber Galway.
JCI Seoul which is hosting this six day conference from 12th  to 18th November with a packed schedule of Training workshops and seminars on the topics of management, leadership and entrepreneurship as well as International parties each evening. The World finals of Public Speaking and debating competition also take place during the conference.

Galway is represented by local JCI President Catherine Laffey who accepted the awards on behalf of the branch. This is another opportunity to promote Galway city amongst their international colleagues, consignments of the JCI Galway Tourist Guide were distributed through the JCI network World Wide. World convention is hosted by a different country each year, last year in Vienna, Austria, next year in Antalya, Turkey – this provides members with fantastic opportunities to visit new places and meet different people a great opportunity to network with the other nationalities. 

·  For further information about JCI Galway, visit www.jci-galway.org. 
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