JCI Tullamore Easter Egg-stravaganza!

On Easter Saturday laughter and smiles were brought to many faces, both young and old as members from the voluntary organisation Junior Chamber International Tullamore, helped the Easter Bunny deliver baskets of Easter eggs to patients in the Children’s Ward of Tullamore General Hospital and to residents of Nursing Homes in the town. 

Members of the Tullamore branch of JCI had been hard at work since February co-ordinating what turned out to be a hugely successful and enjoyable project. The thinking behind the Easter Egg Project was to bring some Easter cheer to hospital patients and to those in residential care in much the same way as a visit from Santa does at Christmas time! Through the generosity of local retailers and suppliers, members met their target of gathering one hundred Easter eggs, which were required for this initiative. 

Laden with eggs, the Easter Bunny and JCI Tullamore visited Riada House, the Consolation Nursing Home, the Sisters of Mercy Convent, Iona House and finally the Children’s Ward in the Hospital. The unmissable large pink rabbit couldn’t but bring a smile to everybody’s face while delighted staff and patients posed for photographs with the Bunny and members of JCI. During their visits, lively music was kindly provided by Emily, Edmund and Patrick Nolan. While visiting the Sisters of Mercy Convent, the Easter Bunny itself was in for a surprise when asked out to dance by the nuns! Nursing staff commented that it was a wonderful idea for Junior Chamber to visit them at Easter, as they often don’t have a visit of this kind, except at Christmas.

This Easter Egg-stravaganza could not have taken place without the generosity of staff at Supermacs, Moate and at Mangans Cash ‘n Carry, Tullamore - one of the main sponsors. Much appreciation is also due to Ben Scally of Centra, Arden Road; Jim Minihan of Londis, O’Carroll Street; and to Dunnes Stores and Tesco who also donated Easter eggs. 

President of Junior Chamber Tullamore, Imelda Fox, said that the project had been most worthwhile and rewarding. Commenting on how amazing it was to see how a simple project had brought such delight to so many, she said it was especially touching to see the reaction of the elderly residents in the Nursing Homes. Imelda expressed her thanks to her fellow members involved in the initiative, especially to Declan Mannion who had been a key-player throughout the project, to Leonie Geraghty, Kathleen Lennon and Eibhlin Flanagan and to all JCI members who generously gave up their free time to help distribute the Easter eggs. Even though this was their first year to embark upon the project, it was a major success and Junior Chamber Tullamore intend to make it an annual event.

If you would like to find out more about Junior Chamber International or become involved in the Tullamore branch, log onto www.jci-ireland.org/tullamore or why not go along to one of their general meetings, which are held in the Bridge House Hotel, Tullamore on the second Tuesday of the month at 8.30p.m. (END. Dated 17th April 2006)
For further information please contact: 


Leonie Geraghty, Public Relations Officer, Junior Chamber International, Tullamore 

Mobile: 087 162 1342   Email: leonieg@eircom.net

