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JCI Ireland highlights lack of provision for young people and young families as population expands

JCI Ireland, an organisation representing young people aged 18-40, have highlighted the lack of provision of services and opportunities for young people in light of the release of the preliminary census figures. 

Young people in the 18-40-age bracket represent the majority of the workforce, taxpayers, homebuyers and daily commuters.  

The census figures show a population shift from Dublin city to the suburbs and a widening of the commuter-belt to counties such as Meath, Kildare and Wicklow. The flight of younger people to outer suburban areas is also mirrored in Cork, Limerick and Waterford. 

The results highlight the lack of forward planning and development on a local and regional basis.  This directly transfers to fundamental issues contributing to the quality of life for young people and young families in Ireland, including, 

· Resultant massive growth in commuter towns, with many people spending up to 20 hours per week driving to and from work.

· A decline in the “community effect” as young people & young families cannot afford to live near their place of origin, their families and social support. 

· Young people have little time to contribute to their local community and when they become parents, both parents can be financially put to ‘the pin of their collar’ and often have no choice but to remain in the workforce.
National President of Junior Chamber International (JCI) Ireland, Suzanne Corcoran, commenting on the census figures said that “the irony is, that while the census shows the population of the commuter-belt has grown rapidly, many urban areas with excellent schools, social supports and facilities for raising a young families, have seen a decline in population”. 

She further added, “Ireland as a society, needs to ensure that the future is shaped to meet the needs of all its population. We need to cater for young people and young families. 

I call on young people in the next election to exercise their vote to elect representatives that will ensure that the needs of young people and young families are catered for.”

ENDS

Editors Note:

JCI Ireland is part of the largest personal and leadership development organisation for young people, aged between 18 and 40, in the world - Junior Chamber International. It provides a range of activities and projects in 4 opportunity areas: Individual, Community, International and Business. JCI provides an excellent way to meet new people, attend social events, and develop individual talents, while also giving something back to the community through worthwhile projects. For further information see -  www.jci-ireland.org or www.jci.cc 
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