JCI Cobh calls for Spike Island and Cork Harbour to be nominated as World Heritage sites

Cobh,County Cork, Ireland Friday May 26th:

JCI (Junior Chamber International) Cobh President, Hendrick Verwey has called on the Irish Government to pledge to protect the natural and cultural heritage of Spike Island and Cork Harbour by nominating them as UNESCO World Heritage sites. At a packed public meeting held in Cobh on Friday night to discuss the Government’s future plans for Spike Island, the JCI Cobh President proposed that the Government initiate steps to submit nomination proposals for these cultural and natural properties to be considered for inclusion in UNESCO’s World Heritage List.

Hendrick Verwey went on to outline the tourism and business benefits that could accrue.

1. Raising Awareness 

Junior Chamber International (JCI) Cobh is certain that Spike Island and Cork Harbour need to seek UNESCO World Heritage status to increase awareness of the area internationally, regionally, nationally and locally.

"Designation would increase awareness at all levels. We have led a very active programme of work on awareness raising already. The most important is local awareness, where our emphasis will be on organizing and developing a series of working groups, hosting a major international conference, producing a twice yearly newsletter and generating local press stories. World Heritage Site status is a form of recognition that the public and the media respond to much more actively and positively than most national designations." – Hendrick Verwey, JCI Cobh President.

2. Increasing Protection 

JCI Cobh believes securing UNESCO World Heritage status for Spike Island and Cork Harbour will help to protect this great natural resource for future generations. If secured, the status would add weight to a case for resisting inappropriate construction on Spike Island or in the lower harbour. Secondly, in relation to private development planning applications, World Heritage status could be cited by the local planning authorities as one of the reasons for refusal.

3. Enhancing Funding 

When asked whether UNESCO World Heritage status would increase the funds available to develop the tourism potential of the area, JCI Cobh President Hendrick Verwey emphatically answered, yes.

"Many World Heritage sites around the globe can show a demonstrable step change in the attitude of funding bodies in the wake of World Heritage designation. Many town and county councils have provided significant additional funding to allow for the appointment of staff, conservation projects, interpretation and publications budgets and to support sustainable tourism marketing projects." – Hendrick Verwey, JCI Cobh President

Sites have also succeeded in attracting funding for new and very successful tourism amenities and services. A UNESCO World Heritage designation would effectively be the reason for the impetus to develop a complete tourism development plan for the area. 

To further strengthen partnership working and increase eligibility and access to additional sources of funding, a broad coalition of those with Spike Island’s preservation and development could create a Heritage Trust to lead work on commercial aspects of the site and to seek sponsorship and grants.

"We are confident that a Spike Island Trust would rapidly become a significant funding body. We would particularly like to see it funding research projects associated with conserving the site and the development of a range of publications designed to educate and inform a wide variety of visitors, ranging from school parties to holidaymakers." – Hendrick Verwey, JCI Cobh President.

Sponsorship of a major international conference planned for next autumn is a prominent example of why this trust is necessary. This conference aims to attract reputable and authoritive speakers from Ireland, USA and the UK to speak on the tangible benefits that can accrue from heritage tourism.

"Corporate sponsorship of this major conference is an excellent opportunity to contribute locally and to directly help the development of Spike Island and Cork Harbour’s tourism potential on a continuous basis" – Hendrick Verwey, JCI Cobh President 

4. Improving Management

Besides the associated increased levels of funding and stronger partnership working, already mentioned, JCI Cobh is prepared to take part in a range of conferences and training events within Ireland, the UK and Europe to develop the tourism potential of Spike Island. As with all JCI Cobh members involved in the project, Hendrick Verwey agreed that increased networking and exchange between sites would improve tourism management further and pointed out that all his members had volunteered their willingness to take part. 

5. Harnessing Tourism

JCI Cobh has been working in collaboration with Cobh Tourism, the main tourism promotion body for the lower harbour. In time, it wishes to harness the capabilities of East Cork tourism, Cork-Kerry Tourism and Ireland South to feature heritage tourism of Spike Island and Cork Harbour.

The large volume of visitors to Cobh each year has been effectively harnessed in the past through the efforts of the Queenstown Heritage Centre, Cobh Museum, Cobh Tourism and the Port of Cork. JCI Cobh President, Hendrick Verwey argues that World Heritage status would add value and build support for the maritime history of Cork Harbour and the tourism potential than can leveraged for Spike Island and went on to say;

"I think World Heritage status would put Cork Harbour back on the world map where it belongs and highlight the beauty and heritage of the area as important features in their own right and also as things to celebrate and present to visitors that, if managed successfully, actively contribute directly to the local economy." – Hendrick Verwey, JCI Cobh President 

Future Projects

JCI Cobh is actively seeking further opportunities to fund interpretation and tourism projects, particularly in relation to the promotion of Cobh, the Great Island, Spike Island and Cork Harbour and the establishment of new high quality tourism facilities. A series of local projects to develop interpretive materials and facilities are also seeking funding.

The development of the World Heritage Trust, mentioned above, will require enthusiastic and capable people. JCI Cobh would be happy to talk to interested parties who would be able to help with this work on a voluntary basis.



If you represent a company, organization or other funding agency and you would like to help conserve Spike Island and Cork Harbour or partner with a specific project, please email JCI Cobh at cobh@jci-ireland.org 

More information on JCI Cobh can be found on their website www.jci-ireland.org/cobh 

ENDS

Editors please note:

Cork Harbour is the second largest natural harbour in the world by navigational area.

Spike Island, is a small island in the approaches to Cork Harbour.It was significant in the French intervention following the Glorious Revolution. In recent times it has been the site of a correctional facility for young offenders.

In May 2006 Minister for Justice Michael McDowell announced plans to build a new prison on the island. The €70m facility will replace Cork Prison and will hold a total of 450 inmates in separate sections for men, women and young offenders.
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