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The 2nd JCI Galway Future Leaders Academy – February 2nd-4th 2007 - by Olive Duffy JCI Limerick
The Future Leaders Academy started on the Friday evening in the Connemara Gateway Hotel in Oughterard with an introductory session of hugs all round! As most of the participants were from JCI Galway, I flew the flag for JCI Limerick! Some of the participants were new to Junior Chamber so the academy was helpful to get to understand the organisation and to get to know each other.  
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At the outset, we shared our expectations of the course and what we wanted to get out of it.  The trainers were Walter Labres and MacDara Hosty.  MacDara suggested it was to “meet, learn and grow”.  After enjoying a lovely meal, we resumed and discussed the difference between feelings and attitudes.  The choices that we make to different situations will determine attitudes.  Based on the law of attraction, you get what you focus on!  “Projection is perception”. After concluding for the evening, we retired, weary but more focussed on “me”.
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On a chilly Saturday morning, we recommenced.  With 86,400 seconds in a day, we need to decide whether tasks are urgent and important and prioritise accordingly, while leaving time for rest and relaxation.  More modules were covered until we sat for lunch.  Afterwards, we had our outdoor activity.  We all learned skills that we will be able to do blindfolded in the future! While some participants lost the power of speech and eyesight, the whole team worked together successfully and a good laugh was had by all.  Matt Mostyn then spoke about leadership in rugby and how he has learned from coaches that he has trained with.  After having a lovely meal, a little “session” took place in the bar!
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Our final day arrived quickly, so more modules were covered which are needed by us as leaders.  VAKOG will be remembered by participants along with the drama triangle.  We then took time out to consider our futures, in Junior Chamber, in our personal lives and in our professional lives.  This was insightful for us all as it focussed us on what we want in our lives in the coming years.  
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For my personal and professional development, I found the Futures Leader Academy useful and beneficial.  I’ve become more conscious of the ways that I interact with people in work and outside of work and where I discovered leadership weaknesses; I have been trying to develop skills to overcome these and to turn them to my advantage.  All in all, I learned a lot from the course and I hope that in the future, the skills that I have developed and learned there will be stand me in good steed.

Everyone should IMAGINE, have POWER and have SMART goals! 

Congratulations to JCI Galway for organising a successful 2nd Future Leaders Academy.

Olive Duffy

JCI Limerick
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Upcoming events:

Closing dates: 
TOYP = 1st May 2007 

E-Awards = 13th May 2007 

JCI Scotland National Convention : 20th – 22nd April 2007
JCI Scotland National Conference will be held in Glasgow from Friday 20th to Sunday 22nd April. To book your place, please download the booking form @:  http://www.jciglasgow.com/pages/National-Conference-2007.aspx For further information please contact: info@jciglasgow.com

JCI Conference of the Americas 16th – 19th May 2007

JCI Conference of the Americas will take place in Asuncion, Paraguay 16 – 19 May 2007. Please see http://www.asuncion2007.com for more details or e-mail: asuncion2007@jci.org.py.  Registration before 15-Mar-07 is $200 and after is $220.  Please see article below for more details. 
JCI European Conference : 13th - 17th June 2007
JCI European Conference will be held in Maastricht, The Netherlands from Wednesday 13th to Sunday 17th June, see http://www.ec2007.nl/Menu0.php for further details. Early Bird rate of €325 closes on 13th April 2007.
JCI/UN Summit: 27th -29th June 2007

The United Nations (UN), which granted Special Consultative Status to JCI in 1954, will welcome JCI members at its Headquarters in New York City for a JCI-UN Leadership Summit on June 27, 28 and 29.
JCI Ireland President’s day : Saturday 21st July 2007
JCI Ireland President's Day will be hosted by JCI Limerick on Saturday 21st July.
JCI Ireland National Convention : 12th – 14th October 2007
JCI Ireland National Convention will be hosted by JCI Cobh from Friday 12th to Sunday 14th October at the Sheraton Fota Island Golf Resort & Spa. 
Further details now available on the website @ http://www.jci-ireland.org/convention/ (including a lot of new photos!)
JCI World Congress : 5th - 11th November 2007
JCI World Congress will be held in Antalya, Turkey from Monday 5th to Sunday 11th November, see www.jci-antalya2007.com for further details.  Early Bird rate closes on May 31st 2007.
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Announcements 
For any announcement you would like to make in future issues please e-mail the Newsletter Editor at news@jci-ireland.org
No announcements this month!

[image: image18.png]



Letter from the President

Dear members,

DP Catherine Laffey and I attended the EDC / European Presidents Meeting in Monaco at the end of February, where EVP Graham Hanlon was chairing the presidents’ meetings and work shops.  The results of the JCI survey on Europe were presented and are available for you all to use as a possible PR tool in your local (and national) media.  Thank you to everyone who took part.

Just as the ‘Cost of a Night Out’ survey last year garnered great media attention as a topical subject, I would hope that the opinions of Europe’s young people on the EU would also capture people’s attention.  Especially as this year is the 15th anniversary of the Maastricht Agreement and the 50th anniversary of the Treaty of Rome.

Plans are afoot for Spring Conference, which will probably be held in the south of the country, possibly the last weekend of March.  It will incorporate the Public Speaking and Debating competition, so please ensure you advise your members of this at your next general meetings.  When the plans are finalised, details will be circulated for approval etc.  

We are also expecting a visit at this conference from our IVP Hans-Henrik Queseth, JCI Denmark.  As well as being able to offer lots of advice to our NEC and National Council, Hans is also an accomplished trainer and will be available to us for some training that weekend.  I hope most of you will be able to attend, for what promised to be an enjoyable and interesting weekend.
Regards,
Karen Sweeney

National President 2007

JCI Ireland

NEC contact details
	National President: Karen Sweeney
	Email : president@jci-ireland.org

	Immediate Past President: Suzanne Corcoran
	Email : pastpresident@jci-ireland.org

	Deputy President: Catherine Laffey
	Email : deputypresident@jci-ireland.org

	Director of Administration: Aine Coulter
	Email : administration@jci-ireland.org

	Director of Finance: Elizabeth Donohoe
	Email: finance@jci-ireland.org

	Director of Individual Development: Orla Ryng
	Email : training@jci-ireland.org

	Director of Business: Mark Kelly
	Email : business@jci-ireland.org

	PRO: Adele Clinton
	Email : pro@jci-ireland.org

	Regional Officer East: Andrew Shortall
	Email : east@jci-ireland.org

	Regional Officer South: Jason Donovan
	Email : south@jci-ireland.org

	Director of Community: Gloria O'Doherty
	Email : community@jci-ireland.org

	Newsletter Editor: Rose Ann O’Brien
	Email : newsletterdirector@jci-ireland.org

	Convention Director: Deirdre Pearson
	Email : conventiondirector@jci-ireland.org

	TOYP Manager: Darragh McGann
	Email : toyp@jci-ireland.org

	Website Admin: Rose Ann O’Brien
	Email : webadmin@jci-ireland.org


JCI Ireland Contact Details :  

Tel. 086-2222098  Email : info@jci-ireland.org  Website : www.jci-ireland.org
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JCI Europe – EU Survey Summary

•
38 countries took part in the survey, represented by 2,201 participants.

•
The Netherlands had the highest number of participants (596), while Ireland had 82 – ranked 7th out of the 38.

•
68% of participants rate their knowledge of the EU as ‘good’ or ‘sufficient’.

•
70% feel EU membership has had a ‘positive’ or ‘very positive’ effect on their country, however…

•
…only 28% feel that the EU should take in more countries

•
44% feel the UU Parliament should get more legislative power, however…

•
…only 33% feel the EU Commission should get more legislative power.

•
40% would like to see an elected president of the EU

•
On a lighter note – especially for our female readers – of the respondents who confirmed that they will attend the JCI European Conference in Maastricht in June, 64% are male!

For more details on this survey, please contact National PR Manager, Adele Clinton, who can e-mail the survey findings to your local PRO/President.
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Update from Director of Individual Development Orla Ryng 
‘Calling all Prime Graduates'

Are you a Prime graduate? Are you interested in building up your training hours in a fun supportive environment? If so email Órla at training@jci-ireland.org
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Last Year’s Debating Champs!

‘National Public Speaking and Debating Competitions’

The National Public Speaking and Debating Competitions will be held shortly. Final details have yet to be confirmed, but will be circulated to all Branch Presidents as soon as possible. There will be two categories in the Public Speaking Competitions – novice and advanced. Topics for both categories will be circulated in advance. The winner of the advanced competition will go on to represent JCI Ireland at the European Conference in Maastricht. 

The motion for the debates will be announced on the day. Teams comprise two speakers and a coach. Any Branches seeking assistance in organising training in advance of the competition should contact training@jci-ireland.org. Don’t forget - points for the 100% Efficiency Programme will be allocated to Branches who participate in these competitions.  
 ‘JCI European Academy’

The European Academy will be held in Gothenburg, Sweden from 3 – 6 August this year. The JCI European Academy aims to increase the understanding and co-operation between future leaders from different countries, by creating a forum of representatives from all over Europe where an exchange of experiences, knowledge, moral and ethics, culture and values can take place. If you are interested in attending this academy, or would like further information, please email Órla at individual@jci-ireland.org. 
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European Academy 2006
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Maastricht, for five days the epicentre of the future of Europe! 13th - 17th June 2007

Maastricht hosts the European Congress of JCI (Junior Chamber International) from 13 to 17 June 2007. About 2,500 entrepreneurs and (potential) top managers from all over Europe will attend an interesting programme, featuring an abundance of key note speeches, trainings, seminars, workshops and meetings during this congress.  In addition, they will have plenty of opportunities to meet each other and to get to know the Maastricht region.

Main Theme

The main theme of the congress is 'Experience the Art of Fine Living' . A theme that really fits Maastricht well! It is not surprising that the programme will feature art and culture, the Burgundian lifestyle, sports and music, all emphasise this theme. Maastricht has much to offer in these areas! Of course, partners and children of JCI members can also participate in activities that interest them.

Congress Highlights

The dynamic meeting point of the congress will be the MECC Congress Centre, facilitating workshops, seminars, the tradeshow and a variety of meetings. Highlights will be:

Europe and its unification 

Water 

Innovation 

Leisure
Besides the serious business, there will be plenty of  space for leisure. This will focus on personal development – the cornerstone of JCI. There will be workshops about painting, cocktails, and wine tasting. You can join the company visits to train manufacturer Bombardier in Aachen and the Alfa brewery in Schinnen.
Gezelligheid (Cosyness) is a well-known Dutch word, with will come alive during the Dutch Welcome Party on Wednesday 13 June in an original way. Astonishing parties organised by JCI-members from other countries will add further to the atmosphere on the Thursday and Friday evenings, in various venues in Maastricht. The last full congress day, Saturday 16 June 2007, will be closed in the evening by a splashing gala dinner in 'Preuvenemint' (“tasting event”) style, in the basements of the still to be opened glorious shopping mall Mosae Forum.

Maastricht Celebrates Europe 2007!

The European Congress is organised by the five South-Limburgian JCI-LOMs. It forms a part of the celebration of the 15th anniversary of the Maastricht Treaty: ‘Maastricht Celebrates Europe 2007’.

With kind regards,

Martin Masset

European Conference Director

See http://www.ec2007.nl/Menu0.php for more details.
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JCI Conference of the Americas - Asuncion, Paraguay 16 – 19 May 2007
The JCI Conference of the Americas it will take place next May on Asuncion, Paraguay. Since the Conference website doesn’t have information in English yet, I am sending this report with a little history and special facts about this South America country as well some links that you can access for more details. I hope this will provide you with more information on this city, its interesting places and the several hotels listed to accommodate the hundreds of delegates at this 2007 JCI Conference, hopefully to encourage your participation.

Don’t forget, Asuncion is waiting for you!

Nancy Maza Leué, JCI Senator 63420 

ASAC Secretary / Secretaria 2006-2007 

Asunción

Asuncion, Paraguay's energetic capital and largest city, is built on unassuming hills above the east bank of the Paraguay River. There are thankfully few high rises. The downtown (El Centro) retains its intimate 19th-century feel, with low, balconied buildings and orange trees lining the narrow streets.

Most of the city's key sights are found within an area bound by the riverfront, Colon Avenue in the west, Haedo and Luis A Herrera streets in the south, and Estados Unidos to the east. A recent construction boom has seen a jumble of new eclectic buildings and large malls.

Weather and Climate

Paraguay is entirely landlocked and is situated between 18° and 28°S. It is as large as the state of California. It is bordered on the north by Bolivia and Brazil and on the south by Argentina.

Most of the country lies below 450 m/1,500 ft. The northwestern part of the country lies entirely within the tropics and has a typical tropical climate with hot summers, warm winters, and most of its rainfall in the hottest months between October and March.

The southeastern half of the country has temperatures a little lower in all months, but the summers are sufficiently hot and wet to be typically tropical.

The northwest of Paraguay is part of the Chaco region, which extends into the adjoining regions of Bolivia and Argentina. Here annual rainfall ranges between 750 mm/30 in and 1,250 mm/50 in, increasing northwards. Occasionally in winter the region is affected by outbreaks of colder polar air from Antarctica; this cold air lowers the temperature for a day or so but frost is very rare.

This is a rather desolate and sparsely populated region. It is very flat and level; the elevation of the land rises very gradually towards the Bolivian border. Differences of climate and weather are small within the Chaco.

The southeastern half of the country contains some land that is a little higher, and the more southerly latitude means that the winter here is somewhat cooler; however, cold days with frost are very rare.

Summer temperatures are hot to warm so that conditions are then quite tropical. Rainfall is between 1,250 mm/50 in and 1,750 mm/70 in a year and it increases eastwards. Rain can be expected on about one day in five in winter and on about one day in three in summer.

The table for Asuncion illustrates conditions in the centre of the country. To the northwest, in the Chaco, conditions are a little hotter in all months and there is less rainfall. In the southeast of the country it is rather wetter with slightly lower temperatures in all months. The southeast is the most developed and densely populated part of Paraguay.

The weather can often be distinctly sultry and oppressive during the wet summer months and this is particularly the case in the Chaco region.

Visas 

For a stay of up to three months, citizens of most European countries, as well as neighbouring South American countries do not require a visa. US citizens require a visa, as do Canadians, Australians and New Zealanders. Visas are processed relatively quickly in Paraguayan embassies with evidence of funds, a return ticket, and a smallish fee. For more information you can access:

www.travel.state.gov/travel/tips/regional/regional_1172.html

www.traveldocs.com/py/embassy.htm

www.iexplore.com/dmap/Paraguay/The+Essentials

Conference Registration

Before 15-Mar-07 $200

After   16-Mar-07 $220

http://www.asuncion2007.com

http://www.asuncion2007.com/acomodations.html

E-mail: asuncion2007@jci.org.py
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'Networking Day Dublin' on March 29th

'Networking Day Dublin' is a high-profile business event coming to Dublin this March 29th.

It is a prime opportunity to network with other business people and learn about the way business referral networks benefit businesses of all sizes. It is open to all business professionals, and anyone who values or would like to know more about business referral networking.

This event is an initiative of BNI (Business Networking International), which is increasingly becoming one of the foremost ways for business professionals to generate business here in Ireland. Book on line at http://www.bninetworkingday.com .Please see flyer below for more details:
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Scottish National Conference 2007: 20th – 22nd April 2007 
In 2007 JCI Glasgow will be hosting the Scottish National Conference 20th – 22nd April 2007 which includes the 70th Anniversary Gala Dinner Saturday 21st April in the Glasgow City Chambers, George Square.  The theme of the conference is 70 years of teamwork and supports Glasgow’s bid to host the Commonwealth Games in 2014. 

Conference Programme

Friday Debate and Public Speaking Competition followed by Ceilidh in Strathclyde University Union 

Saturday am Keynote Speaker in Burrell Collection 

Saturday pm Teambuilding 

Saturday Night Platinum Ball Glasgow City Chambers 

Sunday Energy Boosting Brunch 
To book your place, please download the booking form @:

 http://www.jciglasgow.com/pages/National-Conference-2007.aspx
For further information please contact: info@jciglasgow.com
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Update from the Chapters
JCI Dun Laoghaire
JCI Dun Laoghaire will be running their School Mock Interview Programme on Saturday 24th March from 10am to 1.30pm in St Laurence College, Loughlinstown.  Sixty sixth year students will be interviewed by JCI members from all four Dublin branches. If you would like to participate in this very enjoyable project or would like more information on it, please contact Suzanne Corcoran on 087- 6498375 or email dunlaoghaire@jci-ireland.org

JCI Galway

Some photos from JCI Galway’s month:
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Pic 1

Pictured in the warm surroundings of Kirby's restaurant, JCI Galway members enjoyed the recent 'Presidents Dinner', celebrating the start of what should be another fantastic year ahead.

Pic 2

Membership Officer 2007, Rhonda Cribben, 'mans' the stand at the recent Civic Group display at the Galway Bay Hotel, showcasing JCI Galway to the Green Party at their National Convention and also members of the public in general who attended. 
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Pic 3

He's still got it! Former President and Senator of JCI Galway, Padraic O'Maille, has members total attention, after the very successful recent training "From Victim to Wizard" in the Courtyard Marriott Hotel. 

Pic 4

The best of the best! Olive from Limerick ( a potential JCI Galway member? ) and other JCI Galway members celebrate their graduation from the second Galway Future Leaders Academy. Along with trainers Walter Labres and MacDara Hosty and Academy Manager, Eugene Garvin, potential leaders had a great weekend of intensive training. Everyone enjoyed the modules and all highly recommended it. Roll on next year!

JCI Limerick
A busy month was once again had by JCI Limerick. Our monthly meeting was held in Pery’s on the first Wednesday of the month at 8pm. A number of events were discussed including our monthly night out. So on the 16th February a large group headed off to see ‘The Playboy of the Western World’ in the Belltable in Limerick. A great night was had by all. 

On the 1st March we then held our New Members night. There was a good turnout on the night of current and potential new members. A brief slide show of JCI was shown with information leaflets and details of upcoming events distributed and an invitation back to our next meeting on the following Wednesday. Tea and coffee was flowing (most were driving). All in all a successful night.  
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Patrons

AIB Group Plc.





Bank Of Ireland Group

CRH 






Doyle Hanlon Solicitors

Glen Dimplex





Guinness Ireland Group

Heineken Ireland Ltd




Hosty Consultants

Munster Group Corporate Insurance


Pepsi Cola International

RTE

Primary Sponsor:   Anglo Irish Bank
JCI funded under the NDP: [image: image38.png]:j NDD
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