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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
1. Survey finds Majority of Young Europeans distrust the EU Commission

2. European Success needs more  R& D

3.“No More Expansion”, Say young Business Leaders

4. Confronting facts and wishes about the EU

Survey about EU reveals tha necessity of harmonization and R&D along with
 a danger of closing up????
CITY- April 18, 2007 – A survey undertaken by JCI (Junior Chamber International) over 2200 of Europe's young professionals and business people in 40 countries has measured young leaders’ and entrepreneurs’ concerns with the EU and the future of the continent. JCI carried out the survey as it recognised a general growing cynicism amongst people and a growing gulf between the EU citizens and the European institutions.
The survey found that over 70% feel that the EU has had a positive impact on their countries. Nonetheless, when it is about taking in new countries, an alarming 70% also do not wish to see the EU expand. A marked suspicion of EU institutions comes to light in the survey as well with less than half wishing to see the EU Parliament get more power, and there is even less trust of the EU Commission with only 30% believing it should be more powerful.
On the business front there is a clear demand for greater harmonization of laws and taxes to greatly enhance business in Europe and the continent’s young business leaders feel, without question, that for Europe to suceed in the future there must be more investment in R&D.
To debate these findings and other issues effecting life in Europe, over 2000 young business and professional leaders will gather in the EU treaty city of Maastricht at the JCI European Conference this June. Conference Chairman Graham Hanlon said that the survey clearly shows that there is urgency on EU politicians to re-engage with people at an ordinary level on the importance of Europe in our Daily Lives. "Presently they are clearly losing people along the way and there is a real danger that our politicians are not listening to us and taking Europe in direction people are not ready for" commented Hanlon and highlighted the importance of having a voice on Europe’s future – on young people’s future.
JCI is a worldwide network of nearly a quarter of a million members young leaders in their twenties (20s) and thirties (30s) in over one hundred (100+) countries and territories. Through its local network of branches young leaders meet, learn and grow.
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